
Minut e s  of t h e  Town of Cons t an tia  Town Board  m e e ting  h eld  on  Febr u ary  1 7,  2 0 0 9  a t
7: 0 0 p m  in t h e  Con st a ntia  Town Hall.

Pre s e n t: Andrew Kels ey  – Su p ervisor
Daniel Buck, Rich ard  Cole s a n t e ,  John Metzg e r,
Frank Tom aino – Council Mem b er s
Clar e  Hayn es  – Town Clerk
Warren  Bad e r  – Town Attorn ey

Ot h er s  Pre s e nt: Wayn e  Woolrid ge  – Highw ay Su p erint e n d a n t
Ken Macri – Board  of App e als  Ch air
Micha el Marr – Wat er  Co m mit te e  Chair
Malchoff D avis – Mayor, Villag e  of Clevelan d
Warren  Wh e eler- Ass es s or
Paul Baxt e r  – Tug Hill Co m mis sion

MINUTES:

Mr. Tom aino m a d e  a  m o tion  to  a cc e pt  th e  mi nu t e s  of t h e  Janu ary 2 0,  2 0 0 9  t ow n  bo ard ,
s eco n d e d  by  Mr. Metzg er.
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes     Kels ey  – Yes

AS SES SOR:

Mr. Wh e eler  wa s  in a t t e n d a n c e  to  a n s w er  q u e s tio ns  fro m  th e  t ow n  bo ard  in re g ard s  to
tr en ding.   Th e b o a rd  will n e e d  to  m ak e  a  d ecision  soo n, April a t  t h e  la t e s t .   Th e  t hr e e
o ption s  a r e  a s  list e d:

1. Trend  o ur  vac a n t  pro p er ty by  th e  ov er all tr en d  of 8%
2. Trend  o ur  vac a n t  pro p er ty by  8% a n d  n eig hb orhoo d  2 6 0 0 5  by  2-3 %
3. Trend  t h e  v ac a nt  pro p er ty  a n d  a r e a  2 6 0 0 5,  a n d  tr e n d  t h e  w a t erfront  ar e a

4 %

Mr. Wh e ele r’s  s u g g e s tion  is to  s t ay  in t h e  progra m  a n d  tr en d  th e  v ac a nt  prop er t y,  t his  will
n ot  m ain t ain o ur  go al of 10 0 % b ut  will ke e p  u s  a t  9 7 % w hich  is s till a cc e pt a ble  to  t h e
s t a t e .   Our m arke t  is s till doing  ok ay,  it is n ot  regre s sin g  a s  s e e n  in o t h e r  a r e a s.   He fe els
t h e  lea s t  a m o u n t  of imp act  o n  t h e  p eo ple  mig ht  b e  th e  b e s t  in t h e s e  u nc er t ain  tim e s.   Mr.
Cole s a n t e  a sk ed  if t h e  p erc e nt a g e  co uld  b e  s pre a d  a cros s  th e  whole town  a n d  t h e  a n s w er
is no,  you  m u st  tr en d  in t h e  a r e as  th a t  h ave  s e e n  a  ch a n g e .   Mr. Buck qu e s tion e d  if w e
s h ould s till st ay  in th e  progra m  a n d  ke e p  10 0 %  a s s e s s m e n t s.   Mr. Wh e ele r  s till thinks  this
is th e  b e s t  w ay  to  go ,  if we  dro p  our  r a ting,  t h en  if th e  st a t e  d o es  m a n d a t e  t h a t  all tow ns
b e  a s s e s s e d  a t  10 0 %, we  will h ave  to  g o  t hr u  t h e  w hole  proc e s s  a g ain.   

Th e  Ass es s or s  h ave  got t e n  to g e t h e r  to  try to  p u s h  t hru  a  cycle  bill t hru  Albany. This bill
will h ave  u nifor m  levels  of a s s e s s m e n t s  a n d  e v er yon e  in t h e  s t a t e  will b e  re-v alu ed  a t  t h e
s a m e  ti m e.   New York St a t e  is on e  of o nly a  few  s t a t e s  th a t  a s s e s s m e n t s  ar e  d o n e  o n  a
t ow n  by  t ow n  b a si s,  t h e  cycle  bill wo uld  b e  a  w ay  to  correct  th a t  a n d  m ak e  a s s e s s m e n ts
fair a n d  e q uit able  to  all. Right  n ow  t h e re  h a s  b e e n  no  progre s s  fro m  Alba ny.   Mr. Metzg er
m a d e  a  m otion  to  acc e p t  t h e  Asse s sor’s Repor t , s econ d e d  by  Mr. Buck.
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes     Kels ey  – Yes

VOUCHERS:

Mr. Metzg er  m a d e  m o tion  to  acc e p t  Gen er al Fund Vouch e r s  n u m b er e d  2 3  t hru  5 4  in t h e
a m o u n t  of $ 18, 01 7.4 4  a n d  Highw ay  Fund Vouch e r s  n u m b er ed  16  t hru  3 5  in t h e  a m o u nt
of $ 3 2, 418 .22 ,  a s  list e d  on  Abstr ac t  # 2  d a t ed  Febru ary  1 7,  2 0 0 9,  s eco n d e d  by  Mr.
Tom aino.
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes     Kels ey  – Yes

SU PERVISOR:

Mr. Buck m a d e  t h e  m o tion  to  acc e p t  t h e  Su p ervisor’s Repor t  a s  re a d,  s e co n d e d  by  Mr.
Cole s a n t e .
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes     Kels ey  – Yes

TOWN CLERK:

Mrs. Hayn es  told t h e  bo ard  th a t  t ax  collection  is going  w ell.  To d a t e  t h e  t ow n  h a s
collec t e d  $ 2 ,5 3 9, 518.2 8,  of t h a t  $ 1,2 0 3,8 6 6.8 2  h a s  b e e n  t ur n ed  ove r  to  th e  tow n to
s a ti sfy o ur  por tion  of t h e  t ax  w ar r an t.

A m a p  of th e  t wo lighting  di stric t s  for  t h e  Town of Cons t a n tia  wa s  give n  to  t h e  b o a rd
m e m b er s.   Mrs. Hayn e s  ca n n ot  find  a ny  legal d e s cription of ei t h er  di stric t  in t h e  tow n’s



files.   It wa s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  we  s ho uld  cont ac t  th e  St a t e  Co mp troller’s Office,  th ey  migh t
h av e  a  co py  o n  file.  A legal d es crip tion  is n e e d e d  to  cle ar  u p  so m e  errors  on  th e  m a p.   

A m o tion  w a s  m a d e  by  Mr. Metzge r  to  a p prov e  t h e  Town Clerk’s  Repor t,  s eco n d e d  by  Mr.
Cole s a n t e .
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes     Kels ey  – Yes

CORRESPONDENCE:

- T-4  Event s  wo uld  like to  h old a  Triathlon/Biat hlon  s erie s  in Con st a ntia .   The
b o ard  fe els  t h a t  this will b e  b e s t  h a n dle d  by  th e  Park a n d  Recre a tion
Co m mission.

- Lett er  s e nt  to  Mr. Has tin gs  r e:  lab eling  of fire  di stric ts  o n  t ax  bills.
- Mr. Illingwort h  re: co d e  office  fe e s  a n d  Land  D evelo p m e n t  Law ch a n g e s

Mr. Buck would  like to  r evi ew th e  infor m a tion  th a t  w a s  given  to  hi m fro m  Mr. Illingwort h  in
r eg a rd s  to  t h e  ch a n g e s,  Mr. Coles an t e  m a d e  t h e  m o tion  to  sch e d ule  a  work s e s sion  o n
Febru ary  2 5 ,  2 0 0 9  a t  7 p m  in t h e  Cons t a n tia  Town Hall.  Th e work  s e s sion  will b e  for th e
pro po s e d  ch an g e s  to  t h e  Lan d D evelop m e n t  Law.   Seco n d e d  by  Mr.Tom aino.
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes    Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg er  – Yes     Kels ey  – Yes

PARK AND RECREATION:

Mr. Kels ey  re a d  t h e  let t er  r ec eive d  fro m  Mr. Bad e r  with  r e sp e ct  to  a  Vet e r a n s’ Mem orial.
With  t his  infor m a tion  in min d  t h e  b o ard  fe el s it wo uld b e  b e s t  to  a p p oin t  3  m e m b er s  to  a
Vet er an s’ Advisory Co m mit t e e .   Mr. Cole s a n t e  m a d e  th e  m o tion  to  for m a  Vet er an s’
Advisory Co m mit t e e  for  t h e  Vet er a n s’ Me morial a t  D avid  C. Webb  Park a t  Taft Bay,
s eco n d e d  by  Mr. Buck. Th e  t hr e e  m e m b er s  will b e  Way n e  Woolrid ge ,  Way n e  Confer  a n d
G eorge  Gigon.
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes     Kels ey  – Yes

Mr. Metzg er  m a d e  th e  m otion  to  a u t horize  Mr. Woolridg e  to  ch a n g e  th e  light  b ulbs  to  a
lower  w a t t a g e  a t  t h e  Vet er a n’s  Memorial a s  s u g g e s t e d  by  Mr. Confe r,  s eco n d e d  by  Mr.
Cole s a n t e .
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes     Kels ey  – Yes

A m o tion  w a s  m a d e  by  Mr. Buck to  a p poin t  Jean nin e  Ha mlin a n d  Darlen e  Baker  to  th e
Park a n d  Recre a tion  Com mission,  s e co n d e d  by  Mr. Metzger.
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Abst ain      Metzger- Yes     Kels ey  –
Yes

PLANNING BOARD:

Mr. Macri told  t h e  b o a rd  t h a t  no  n ew  b u sin e s s  w as  h e ard  a t  t h e  la st  Planning  Board
m e e ting.   Mr. Metzge r  m a d e  th e  m o tion  to  a cc e pt  th e  Plannin g  Board  Report , s eco nd e d
by  Mr. Tom aino.
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Abst ain     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzge r  – Yes     Kels ey  –
Yes

Mr. Kels ey  re a d  a  let t er  r ec eive d  fro m  Mr. Bad er  with  t h e  a n s wer  to  t h e  bo ard s’ q u e s tion
in re g ards  to  d ecre asing  t h e  n u m b er  of Town Plan ning  Board  m e m b er s  fro m  s eve n  to  five.
For this to  h a p p e n,  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a  ch a n g e  to  t h e  local law.  Mr. Buck m a d e  th e  m otion  to
ch an g e  th e  Planning  Board  to  five  m e m b er s,  s eco nd e d  by  Mr. Kels ey.
Vote:      Tom aino – No     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – No     Metzg er  – No     Kels ey  – Yes

A m o tion  w a s  m a d e  by  Mr. Tom aino to  r ea p p oin t  Chu ck Gilkey  to  t h e  Plan ning  Board ,
s eco n d e d  by  Mr. Coles a nt e .
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – No     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzge r  – Yes     Kels ey  – No

Mr. Tom aino m a d e  th e  m otion  to  a p p oin t  Curt  Schwalb e  to  th e  s e a t  h e  v ac a t e d  on
1 2/ 31/ 20 0 7,  s econ d e d  by  Mr. Cole s a n t e .  
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes    Kels ey  – Yes

Mr. Metzg er  m a d e  th e  m otion  to  a p p oin t  Georg e  Scrib a  to  t h e  Plan ning  Board,  s eco n d e d
by  Mr. Tom aino.
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes     Kels ey  – Yes



BOARD OF APPEALS:

Mr. Buck m a d e  t h e  m o tion  to  re a p point  Paul Auring er  to  t h e  Board  of Appe als, s e con d e d
by  Mr. Metzger.
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes     Kels ey  – Yes

BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW:

A m o tion  w a s  m a d e  by  Mr. Metzge r  to  r ea p poin t  Paul Heins  a n d  a p p oint  Eric Maye s  to  t h e
Board  of Asse s s m e n t  Review, s econ d e d  by  Mr. Buck.
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes     Kels ey  – Yes

WATER:

A m o tion  w a s  m a d e  by  Mr. Cole s a n t e  to  a u t horize  Sup ervisor  Kels ey  to  hire  a n  a p pr ai s er
for  co s t  d e t er min a tion  for th e  wa t e r  tow n  sit e  a n d  p u m p  sit e  p arc el s,  s e co n d e d  by  Mr.
Metzger.
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes    Kels ey  – Yes

Mr. Pond  u p d a t ed  t h e  bo ard  on  t h e  Bernh ard’s  Bay Wat e r  Stu dy.  This distric t  do es  n ot
h av e  t h e  n u m b er s  to  q u alify a t  this  tim e  for a  n o  int er e s t  loan.   USDA Rural Develop m e n t
h a s  a  Gran t  th a t  this dis tric t  will q u alify for,  t h e  int er e s t  ra t e  is 3 .2 5% m akin g  t h e  to t al
a n n u al ch a rg e  for EDU a t  $ 72 3.0 0.   At this tim e  th e  bo ard  thinks  th a t  is too  m u ch  to  a sk
t h e  re sid en ts  to  p ay,  Mr. Pond is g oin g  to  follow u p  with  USDA Rural D evelop m e n t  to  s e e
if th ey  ca n  work t h e  n u m b er s  to  g e t  t h e  EDU d ow n  to  a n  acc e p t abl e  l evel.

EXECUTIVE SES SION:

At 10: 11 p m  Mr. Metzge r  m a d e  t h e  m o tion  to  go  in to  ex ec utive  s e s sion  to  di scu ss  po s sible
w a t er  tow er  si t e s,  s eco n d e d  by  Mr. Cole s a nt e .
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes     Kels ey  – Yes

At 10: 4 0 p m  th e  bo ard  re turn e d  from  ex ec utive  s e s sion.

TUG HILL COMMISSION:

Mr. Baxt er  g av e  t h e  bo ard  infor m a tion  o n  th e  ZBA Basics  cla s s  th a t  is b eing  h eld a t  th e
West  Monro e  Town Hall o n  Thur sd a y,  Febru ary 2 6 ,  2 0 0 9  fro m  7:0 0  to  9:0 0  p m.   Mr. Baxt er
h a s  give n  Mr. Kels ey  a  co py of t h e  Land  D evelop m e n t  Law o n disket t e  for t h e  tow n  to
u s e .    March  6 ,  2 0 0 9  is t h e  d e a dlin e  for t h e  Local Govern m e n t  Conferen c e.

ADJOURN:

At 10: 4 3 p m  Mr. Metzge r  m a d e  t h e  m o tion  to  a djourn,  s eco n d e d  by  Mr. Coles a nt e .
Carried:      Tom aino – Yes     Buck – Yes     Cole s a n t e  – Yes     Metzg e r  – Yes     Kels ey  - Yes


