
Minutes of the Town Board meeting held on November 18, 2008 at 7:00 pm in the
Constantia Town Hall.

Present: Andrew Kelsey – Supervisor
Daniel Buck, Richard Colesante, John Metzger – Council Members
Clare Haynes – Town Clerk
Wayne Woolridge – Highway Superintendant
Warren Bader – Town Attorney

Others Present: Chuck Gilkey – Planning Board Chair
Frank Tomaino – Council Member Elect
Michael Baroody – Veloci tel
Paul Baxter – Tug Hill Commission

MINUTES:

Mr. Metzger made the motion to accept the Town Board minutes dated October 21,
2008 and the minutes of the Preliminary Budget  Public Hearing that was held on
November 6, 2008, seconded by Mr. Colesante.
Carried: Buck – Yes Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes

Kelsey – Yes

VOUCHERS:

A motion was made by Mr. Colesante to approve Highway Vouchers numbered 136 –
159 and General Fund Vouchers numbered 311 – 339 to exclude number 328. All are
listed on Abstract #  11  dated November 18, 2008, seconded by Mr. Buck.
Carried: Buck – Yes Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes

Kelsey – Yes

SUPERVISOR:

Mr. Metzger made the motion to accept the Supervisor ’s report, seconded by Mr.
Colesante.
Carried: Buck – Yes Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes

Kelsey – Yes

The 2009 Budget is ready, the tax rate per $1000 for the General Fund is a 4.25%
increase for outside the Village.  The salt  storage shed is the only new item that is in
the budget, this did not account for a large increase to be raised by taxes.  Mr. Webb
had secured grants for the project and money from savings helped to fund the salt
storage shed.  Most depar tments saw a 3% increase.  The major increase for this
year ’s budget is the ambulance, after negations their budget increase is 17.8%.  The
ambulance accounts for 1/3 of the town’s total budget  and after speaking to the
ambulance representatives the town can only expect additional increases in the years
to come.  Mr. Metzger made the motion to approve the 2009 Town of Constantia
Budget as given, seconded by Mr. Colesante.
Carried: Buck – Yes Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes

Kelsey – Yes

TOWN CLERK:

 Mrs. Haynes told the board that Robert J. Freeman, Exective Director NYS Commit tee
on Open Government will be holding a meeting at the West Monroe Town Hall,
December 4, 2008 at 6:00 pm anyone is welcome to at tend.  Mr. Metzger made the
motion to accept the Town Clerk’s repor t as given, seconded by Mr. Buck
Carried: Buck – Yes Colesante – Yes Metzger – Yes

Kelsey – Yes

CORRESPONDENCE:

Fr. Paul Mathis – Attorney would like to verify the square footage size for buildings that
need a building permit.  Mr. Bader will follow up wi th attorney and hopefully answer all
questions.

HIGH WAY:

Mr. Wooldridge needs the board to pass a resolution to allow Supervisor Kelsey to sign
agreements for the grants that have been secured for the salt storage shed.   There
are two grants secured at this time with the possibili ty for a third, would like to move
on the two secured, wi th the current state of affairs, Mr. Woolridge does not want  to
lose this funding.  One grant is from Senator Aubertine’s Office $50,000, and the
second is for site work from Assemblyman Townsend $10,000.  Councilman Buck made
the following resolution: Resolved, that:  The Town Supervisor shall be authorized to
enter into an agreement  wi th New York State Department of Transpor tation to sign



d ocu m e n t s  r ela t e d  to  t h e  con s truc tion a n d  fun ding  of a  s alt  s tor a g e  s h e d .   S econ d e d

by  Councilm a n  Cole s a n t e .

Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzg er  – Yes

Kels ey  – Yes

AS SES SOR:

Mr. Wh e eler  h a s  rec eive d  word  fro m  t h e  NYS Dep ar t m e n t  of Taxation  a n d  Financ e  th a t

all ch ecks  a n d  a p plica tions  for t h e  2 0 0 8  Middle  Cla ss  St ar  Reb a t e  progra m s  h av e  b e e n

m ailed  out.   If a  pro p er ty ow n er  h a s  q u e s tions  wh et h e r  or  n ot  t h ey  a r e  e n ti tled  to

r ec eive  t h e  re b a t e ,  th ey  s ho uld  cont ac t  hi s office  for 

instructions  on  h ow  to  proc e e d .   The  Exe m p tion  Imp ac t  Rep or t  w as  given  to  th e  b o a rd

for  t h e  Town of Con s t a n tia ,  a n d  t h e  Villag e  of Clevela nd.   Mr. Buck m a d e  a  m o tion  to

a cc e pt  th e  Ass es sor’s  repor t  a s  re a d,  s eco n d e d  by  Mr. Metzg er.

Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzg er  – Yes

Kels ey  – Yes

CODE ENFORCEMENT:

A m o tion  w a s  m a d e  by  Mr. Metzge r  to  a cc e pt  th e  Cod e  Enforc e m e n t  Officer’s rep or t  a s

given ,  s e con d e d  by  Mr. Cole s a n t e .

Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzg er  – Yes

Kels ey  – Yes

WATER:

Mr. Pond  is in t h e  proc es s  of g e t ting  u s  a  con t ac t  p e r so n  a t  ESF so  th e  t ow n  ca n  g e t

s o m e  of its  m o n ey  r efun d e d.   The  n ext  is su e  will b e  t h e  si t e  of t h e  w a t er  t ow er,  w aiting

to  s e e  th e  prop os e d  sit e s .  

PLANNING BOARD:

Th ere  a r e  four  is su e s  b efore  t h e  Plan ning  Bo ard  a t  t h e  pr e s e n t  tim e:

Cervillo – A. C. Auto Sale s,  s till waiting  on  infor m a tion

Ballag h  – Townho u s es ,  w aiting  for a p prov al of s a nit a tion  p er mit  fro m  DEC

Hill – Site  plan  for U b uilding  h a s  b e e n  a p prove d

Un ger  – Auto  re p air a n d  s ale s  on  Coun ty  Rout e  17  infor m a tion al m e e tin g  only 

Mr. Baroody fro m  Velocitel wa s  in a t t e n d a n c e  to  a n s w er  a ny  q u e s tion s  in re g ard s  to

t h e  c ell tower  on  Hillsid e  Drive.   There  ar e  curr ently t hr e e  a n t e n n a s  o n  this towe r,  t h e

pro po s al in front  of th e  bo ard  is to  r e m ov e  t h e s e  a n d  p u t  u p  two  n ew  a n t e n n a s  th a t

will give  b e t t er  r ec e ption  to  a r e a  re sid e nt s.

Mr. Buck m a d e  t h e  m o tion  to  a p prove  th e  r evisio ns  to  t h e  c ell tower  loca t e d  on  Hillsid e

Drive,  s econ d e d  by  Mr. Cole s a n t e .

Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzg er  – Yes

Kels ey  – Yes

A lengt hy  discus sion  w a s  h eld  in reg a rd s  to  t h e  Barn ello a n d  Marr si tu a tion.   Mr.

Barn ello h a s  given  t h e  bo ard  a  list  of it e m s  t h a t  h e  fe els  n e e d  to  b e  a d dr es s e d.   A

m o tion  wa s  m a d e  by  Mr. Buck to  h av e  Su p ervisor  Kels ey  a d dr es s  a  le t t er  to  Mr.

Illingwor t h, Cod e  Enforce m e n t  Officer  to  c arry o n  with  th e  is su e  o n  th e  building  p er mit

a n d  violations  conc erning  th e  Marr prop er ty.  Seco n d e d  by  Mr. Cole s a nt e .

Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzer  – Yes Kels ey  –

Yes

APPOINTMENT:

Mr. Metzg er  m a d e  th e  following re solu tion: Resolved ,  t h a t:  Franks  S. Tom aino is to  b e

a p p oin t ed  to  t h e  vac a n t  p osition  of Councilm an  effective  a s  of Dec e m b er  1,  2 0 0 8.

Secon d e d  by  Mr. Cole s a nt e .

Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzg er  – Yes

Kels ey  – Yes

TUG HILL COMMISSION:

Mr. Baxt er  pr e s e n t e d  t h e  t ow n  with  a  Procla m a tion  of Congra t ula tion s  o n  its  2 0 0

Annivers ary  fro m  th e  New York St a t e  Tug Hill Co m mission.  Mr. Baxt er  h a s  rec e n tly

h elp e d  t h e  t ow n  a c quir e  a n d  inst all th eir n ew  t ax  co m p u t e r,  it is u p  a n d  ru nning . The

n ex t  m e e ting  of th e  Nor th  Shor e  Council of Govern m e n t  will b e  Dec e m b er  1,  2 0 0 8  a t  7

p m  a t  t h e  We st  Monro e  Fire  St a tion.

ADJOURN:

At 8:53  p m  Mr. Buck m a d e  t h e  m o tion  to  a djourn,  s eco nd e d  by  Mr. Coles an t e .

Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a n t e  – Yes Metzge r  – Yes Kels ey  - Yes


