
Minut e s  of t h e  Const a n tia  Town Board  Me eting  h eld  S ep t e m b er  16 ,  2 0 0 8  a t  7: 3 0
p. m. in t h e  t ow n  h all.

Pre s en t: Andrew Kels ey  – Sup ervisor
Daniel Buck, Rich ard  Coles an t e ,  John Metzge r  –

Councilm e n  Clar e  Hayn es  – Town Clerk
Warren  Bad er  – Town Attor n ey
Way n e  Woolridg e  – Highw ay  Sup erin t e n d e n t
Ken Macri – Board  of App e al Chair
Chu ck Gilkey  – Plan ning  Board  Ch air
Paul Baxt e r  – Tug Hill Co m mission

MINUTES:

Mr. Coles an t e  m a d e  t h e  m o tion  to  a cc e p t  t h e  min ut e s  of th e  Augu s t  19 ,  2 0 0 8  Town
Board  Meeting  with t h e  following ch a n g e s.   Plan ning  b o a rd  h e a din g,  ch a n g e  “did  n ot
s h ow” a s  rep or t e d  by  Mr. Marr to  re a d,  at torney asked for adjournment , s econ d e d
by  Mr. Buck.
Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzg er  – Yes

Kels ey  – Yes

VOUCHERS:

Mr. Metzg er  m a d e  th e  m otion  to  a p prov e  vo u ch e rs  for Highw ay Fund n u m b er ed  1 13
- 1 2 1,  a n d  Gen er al Fund n u m b ere d  2 4 2  – 2 6 5  list e d  on  Abstr ac t  # 9  d a t e d
Se pt e m b er  16 ,  2 0 0 8,  s e con d e d  by  Mr. Cole s a nt e .
Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzg er  – Yes

Kels ey  – Yes

SU PERVISOR:

Mr. Kels ey  told th e  bo ard  th a t  t h e  CHIPS m o n ey  is in, t hi s v alu e  will b e  reflect e d  in
n ex t  m o nt h’s  repor t .

Mr. Metzg er  m a d e  th e  m otion  to  acc e p t  t h e  Sup ervisor’s Repor t , s econ d e d  by  Mr.
Cole s a n t e .
Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzg er  – Yes

Kels ey  – Yes

TOWN CLERK:

Mrs. Hayn es  m a d e  t h e  bo ard  aw are  of a  tr aining  s e s sion  t h a t  sh e  will b e  a t t en din g,
Files  Man a g e m e n t  will b e  h eld  in Lys an d e r,  Se pt e m b er  2 4 ,  2 0 0 8,  t h e  Town Clerks
office  will b e  clos ed  t h a t  d ay.   There  is no  ch arg e  for t his s e s sion,  it is b ein g
con d uc t e d  by  NYS Archives .   

Mr. Metzg er  m a d e  th e  m otion  to  acc e p t  t h e  Town Clerk’s Rep or t , s e co n d e d  by  Mr.
Buck.
Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzg er  – Yes

Kels ey  – Yes

 CORRESPON DENCE:

1. Oswe g o Coun ty  Dept.  of Co m m u nity  D evelo p m e n t,  Touris m  a n d
Planning  – Mand a tory Training  for Plan ning  a n d  Zoning  Board  Mem b er s.

2 . Oswe g o Coun ty  Highw ay  Dep t.  – Sn ow a n d  Ice  Agre e m e n t.

HIGHWAY:

Mr. Woolrid ge  report e d  t h a t  t h e  culver t  replac e m e n t  project s  a r e  a l mo s t  co m ple t e d .
Lewis Road  is 9 0 % co m ple t e ,  waiting  for Na tion al Grid to  m o ve  a  g uid e  wir e.   Th ey
a re  al so  working  on  grading  t h e  dir t  ro ad s  in t h e  t ow n.

If a nyo n e  h a s  a  lot  of bru sh  th a t  n e e d s  to  b e  re m ov e d,  c all Mr. Woolrid g e  a t  th e
highw ay  g a r a g e  to  m ak e  arr a n g e m e n t s,  wh en  po s sible  th ey  will co m e  to  chip u p  th e
bru sh .   Sa m e  go e s  for  tr e e  re m ov al, t h er e  is a  lon g  list , b u t  th ey  will g e t  to  all.  

Mr. Woolrid ge  wo uld like t h e  bo ard’s  a p prov al to  p urch a s e  a  2 wd  pick-u p.   Mr. Buck
q u e s tion ed  w hy h e  w a n t e d  a  2w d  vs  a  4w d.   Milea g e  is alw ays  a  co nc er n, t h ey  do  a
lot  of r un ning  with t h e  exi sting  2 wd  truck t h a t  th ey  h ave  n ow,  17  m p h  vs  10  m p h  on
t h e  4w d  tru ck.   Mr. Cole s a n t e  w as  wo n d erin g  if h e  wa s  u sing  s t a t e  bid  con tr ac t , Mr.



Woolridg e  fe els  t h a t  p u t tin g  it ou t  to  bid would  b e  th e  b e s t  o ption,  m ore  co m p e tition
t h a t  w ay.

Mr. Coles an t e  m a d e  t h e  m o tion  for Mr. Woolridg e  to  p urch a s e  a  4  w h e el drive  or  a  2
w h e el drive  pick-u p ,  s econ d e d  by  Mr. Buck.
Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzg er  – Yes

Kels ey  – Yes

AS SES SOR:

Mr. Kels ey  re a d  t h e  Ass es s or’s Repor t.    All s m all claim s  c as e s  h av e  b e e n  h e ard,  a s
to  d a t e  we  h av e  b e e n  n otified  of 13  out  of 15  d eci sion s.   The  re s ult s  ar e  7  ch an g e s ,
6  n o  ch a n g e s.   

So m e  prop er ty own er s  m ay  b e  a sking  a bo u t  t h e  u pco ming  Middle  Clas s  St a r  Reb a t e
Ch ecks.   Here  is th e  infor m a tion  I know t his far, t h e  a m o u n t  of t h e  ch e ck s  will b e
b a s e d  o n  to t al ho u s e h old  inco m e  for t h e  2 0 0 6  t ax  y e ar.  Thos e  re sid e nt s  r ec eiving
t h e  Basic  St ar  Exe m ption  a n d  h ad  a  to t al ho u s eh old  inco m e  u n d er  $ 9 0.00 0.0 0  will
r ec eive  a  reb a t e  ch e ck  in t h e  a m o u nt  of $ 3 5 0.2 6,  Enh an c ed  St ar  Exe m p tion s  will
r ec eive  $ 3 8 6. 8 7.   Resid e nt s  c an  ex p ec t  to  s t ar t  rec eiving  th es e  ch ecks  in t h e  m ail
d uring  th e  we ek of Octob er  13 ,  2 0 0 8.   

Mr. Wh e eler  will b e  o ut  of th e  office  o n  S ept e m b er  16 ,  2 3  a n d  3 0 th , will b e  working
a t  t h a t  tim e  a t  th e  St a t e  Office  Building  goin g  ov er  s ale  a n alysis  for t h e  u pco ming
roll ye ar.

Mr. Losurdo  q u e s tion ed  w hy Mr. Wh e el er n ev e r  co m e s  to  t h e  t ow n  b o a rd  m e e tin gs .
Mr. Kels ey  re s p o nd e d  t h a t  if th e  t ow n  bo ard  req u e s t ed  th a t  h e  b e  in a t t e n d an c e  for
a  s p ecific re a so n,  t h e n  Mr. Wh e eler  wo uld  b e  th er e ,  o th e r  th an  t h a t ,  Mr. Wh e el er  is a
p ar t-ti m e  e m ploye e  a n d  is n ot  req uired  to  b e  in a t t e n d a n c e.   

Mr. Buck m a d e  t h e  m o tion  to  acc e p t  t h e  Ass es s or’s  Repor t,  s eco n d ed  by  Mr.
Cole s a n t e .
Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzg er  – Yes

Kels ey  – Yes

CODE ENFORCEMENT:

New co m plain t s:
1. New co m plain t  – St a t e  Rout e  4 9 ,  b uilding  b ein g  er ec t e d  in u n d e r sized

lot  – s top  work ord ere d

Old Co mplain t s:
1. Kline  – G ale  ro ad  s e t  b a ck  re s olved  ow n er s  s till n e e d  to  s e t tl e  pro p er ty

line  b ut  we  ar e  d o n e  with  it.
2 . Kline  – 2 3 4  Cen t er  Str e e t  – re solve d.

Mr. Illingwort h  ex pres s e d  his  conc erns  in rela tion  to  th e  u pco ming  b u d g e t  proc e ss .
At th e  pr e s e n t  ti m e,  bo a rd  of a p p e als  ex p e n s e s  co m e  ou t  of his  b u d g e t  line,  h e
wo uld  like to  s e e  t h e  bo a rd  of a p p e als  g e t  t h eir own  line.   Also a  co nc er n  is si t e  plan
revi ew m o nies  ar e  b eing  s h ow n  a s  inco m e  for  t h e  co d e  e nforce m e n t  office , h e  fe els
t his s ho uld  b e  a cco u nt ed  for a s  plan ning  b o a rd  inco m e .   Mr. Macari Board  of App e als
Chair wa s  a ske d  to  g e t  a  b u d g e t  to g e t h e r  a s  s oo n a s  po s sible,  n e e d  to  h av e  a
t en t a tive  b u d g e t  on  file  a t  t h e  Town Clerk’s Office by  Sep t e m b er  3 0,  2 0 0 8.  
Mr. Metzg er  m a d e  th e  m otion  to  acc e p t  t h e  Cod e  Enforc e m e n t  Repor t , s econ d e d  by
Mr. Buck.
Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzg er  – Yes

Kels ey  – Yes

Mr. Coles an t e  qu e s tion e d  if t h e  b o ard  is g oing  to  t ake  a ny  a c tion  on  a ny  of t h e
infor m a tion  Mr. Illing wor th  h a s  given  t h e  b o a rd  re g a rding  op e r a ting  p er mit s,  ou tdo or
s tor a g e  a n d  ch a n g e s  to  th e  land  d ev elop m e n t  law.  Mr. Kels ey  wo uld like  to  p u t
m o n ey  into  th e  b ud g e t  s o  all t h e  local l aws  c an  b e  re-typ ed  a n d  p u t  o nto  o ur
w e b sit e  a n d  a  co n solid a t e d  bo ok.  Mr. Kels ey  will s p e ak  to  Mr. Illing wor th  to  b e  s ure
n ot hing  n e e d s  imit a t e  a t t e n tion.

Mr. Barn ello a ske d  if t h e  bo ard  h ad  a  ch a n c e  to  r evi ew th e  infor m a tion  th a t  w as
given  d uring  th e  Aug u s t  town  bo ard  m e e ting  re g a rding  t h e  Marr pro p er ty a n d  th e
Land D evelop m e n t  Law.  Mr. Bad er  w as  a sk ed  to  r evi ew to  s e e  if th er e  is a ny thing



t h a t  c an  b e  d on e ,  ca n  w e  ac t  on  s o m e t hin g  th a t  is alre a dy  co m ple t e d  b a s e d  on
flawe d  infor m a tion.   Mr. Bad er  will h av e  a n  a n s wer  by  n ext  t ow n  b o a rd  m e e tin g.

WATER:

Mr. Kels ey  h a s  rec eived  a  let t er  fro m  th e  NYS Environ m e n t al Facilitie s  Corpora tio n
let ting  hi m know th a t  t h e  w a t e r  fina ncing  is in a n d  th e  closing  is on  Octob e r  2,
2 0 0 8.   All d ocu m e n t s  h av e  b e e n  sig n e d  a n d  n ot arized,  Mr. Bad e r  will s e n d  all
d ocu m e n t s  to  a p pro pria t e  d e p a r t m e n t s  by  Se pt e m b er  2 5 ,  20 0 8.

PLANNING BOARD:

Mr. Gilkey  st a t e d  t h e  pla nning  bo ard  curre ntly h a s  t hr e e  si t e  pl an  r eviews.
1. Kessler  Prop er ti e s
2 . Mr. Cievello - 1 5 7 2  St a t e  Rout e  4 9  – u s e d  c ar  lot
3 . Mr. Callah an  – 15 31  St a t e  Rout e  4 9  – incr e a s e  in sig n  size

Mr. Buck a sked  Mr. Gilkey  if a  d ecision  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  on  th e  Kessl er  prop er ti e s,  in
r eg a rd s  to  t h e  p u blic h e aring,  w h a t  is holding  u p  a  d ecision.  Mr. Gilkey  ex plain ed
t h a t  Mr. Ballag h  h a d  n ot  s u p plied  t h e  pro p e r  infor m a tio n,  th e  wa t e r  a n d  s a nit ary
pro po s al s h av e  no t  b e e n  give n  to  t h e  bo ard,  u ntil th ey  a r e  rec eive d,  no  d ecision  will
b e  m a d e .

BOARD OF APPEALS:

Mr. Macari told  t h e  b o a rd  t h a t  on  Aug u s t  2 8,  2 0 0 8  t h ey  h e a rd  t wo a p p e al s.
1. Mrs. Alexa nd e r  – red uc tion  in ro ad  dist an c e  – gr a n t e d
2. Mr. Lan e  – s tor a g e  b uilding  – d e nie d  – working  with  Mr. Illingwor th  to

corr ec t

On Se pt e m b er  3 0 ,  2 0 0 8  th ere  is a  t en t a tive  m e e tin g  s ch e d ule d,  if t h e  pro p e r
d ocu m e n t s  a r e  no t  give n  to  t h e  bo ard  so on,  t h e n  t h e  m e e ting  will b e  c a nc eled .

PARKS AND RECREATION:

Mr. Kels ey  re a d  a  let t er  by  NYS Office  of Parks, Recre a tion  a n d  Historic Pre s erva tion,
in a  rec e nt  insp ec tion  of Web b  Park, th e  followin g s afe ty  conc ern s  were  n ot e d .

1. Ble ach e rs  ar e  broken
2. Off-ro ad  v ehicle s  a p p e a r  to  b e  u sing  t h e  p a rk
3. Th e  p a rk  is poorly m ain t ain ed ,  t h e  b a s e b all field is d e t erior a tin g

Mr. Kels ey  h a s  n ot  b e e n  a bl e  to  re ach  t h e  p eo ple  with  th e  st a t e ,  tr yin g  to  find  out
w h a t  th ey  wa n t  u s  to  d o,  t h e  p a rk  t his y e a r  h a s  n ot  b e e n  u s e d  by  th e  lit tl e  leag u e ,
t h e  b arrier wo uld  h av e  to  b e  large  to  m ake  it a ll th e  w ay  aro u n d  t h e  p a rk.   The
b o ard  would  like to  kn ow wh a t  h a p p e n s  if we  a r e  not  in co m plianc e.   

Mr. Coles an t e  is waiting  on  a  bid  for n ew  c a m era s  a t  Dave  C. Web b  Park a t  Taft Bay,
h o p efully t h e  bid  is in so on.

BUDGET:

Th e  t e n t a tive  b u d g e t  m u s t  b e  o n  file with  t h e  Town Clerk by  Se pt e m b er  3 0 ,  2 0 0 8,
t h e  first  b ud g e t  works ho p  will b e  s ch ed uled  for  Octob er  9 ,  2 0 0 8  a t  7: 0 0  p m  in th e
t ow n  h all.

TUG HILL COMMISSION:

Mr. Baxt er  m a d e  th e  bo ard  a w are  of th e  Na tural  Gas  Mining  Issu es  Se min ar  t h a t  is
b eing  offer e d,  t h e  s e min ar  is b ein g  h eld  in Lowville  o n  Se pt e m b er  2 9 ,  2 0 0 8  a t  7  p m
to  pr e-regis t er  c all 1-8 8 8-7 8 5-2 3 8 0.

Mr. Metzg er  a ske d  if h e  h a d  t h e  co m p ar a ble s  of o t h er  t ow n s  re a dy for th e  bu d g e t
proc e ss .   Mr. Baxt er  will h o p efully h av e  t h a t  co m pl e t e d  this we ek h a s  got t e n  all th e
infor m a tion,  will b e  p u t ting  it in ch ar t  for m.

ADJOURN:

At 8:33  p m  Mr. Coles an t e  m a d e  t h e  m o tion  to  a djo urn,  s eco n d ed  by  Mr. Buck.
Carried: Buck – Yes Coles a nt e  – Yes Metzg er  – ye s

Kels ey  - Yes


