Minutes of the Constantia town board meeting held September 19, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the town hall
Present; Ronald Sakonyi - supervisor
Richard Colesante, John Metzger, Andrew Kelsey,
Daniel Buck - council members
Janet Warford - town clerk
Others present; Warren Bader - town attorney
David Webb - highway superintendent
James Bryant - county legislator
Charles Gilkey - planning board chair
Mike Marr- water committee chair
Mr. Metzger made the motion to accept the August 15, 2006 minutes as presented to the board. Seconded by
Mr. Colesante.
Carried
Sakonyi - yes
Colesante – yes
Metzger - yes
Kelsey - yes
Buck - yes
Vouchers submitted;
General fund claims no. 282 – 322 as set forth on Abstract no.9, dated 9/19/06.
Highway fund claims no. 112 – 121 as set forth on Abstract no. 9, dated 9/19/06.
Mr. Metzger made the motion to pay the vouchers as submitted. Seconded by Mr. Kelsey.
Carried
Sakonyi - yes
Colesante - yes
Metzger - yes
Kelsey - yes
Buck - yes
Mr. Colesante made the motion the board move to Executive session to discuss a personnel issue.
Seconded by Metzger.
Carried
Sakonyi - yes
Colesante - yes
Metzger – yes
Kelsey - yes
Buck - yes
The monthly town board meeting was called back to order. Mr. Kelsey made the motion to accept the Town
Clerk’s Monthly Report for August 2006. Seconded by Mr. Buck.
Carried
Sakonyi - yes
Colesante - yes
Metzger - yes
Kelsey - yes
Buck - yes
Mr. Buck made the motion to accept the Supervisor’s Financial Report through August 31, 2006. Seconded
by Mr. Metzger.
Carried
Sakonyi - yes
Colesante - yes
Metzger - yes
Kelsey - yes
Buck - yes
A Memorandum from Supervisor Ron Sakonyi was presented to Town Councilman, Subject: Response to
the State Comptrollers Report of Examination of Payments to Former Bookkeeper, January 1, 2004 – December
31, 2005 for their review. This report must be submitted to the State Comptroller within 90 days. Mr. Sakonyi
asked council members to add, delete, modify or change the response that addresses the State Comptroller’s
nine recommendations as stated in the examination and suggested the board have a workshop on putting the
final response together.
Supervisor Sakonyi stated the Tentative Budget would be presented to the Town Clerk by October 2, 2006.
On October 10, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. the board will hold a workshop on the 2007 budget and examination
response.
Mr. Metzger made the motion to adopt the Town of Constantia Temporary Emergency Management Plan.
Seconded by Mr. Colesante.
Carried
Sakonyi - yes
Colesante - yes
Metzger - yes
Kelsey - yes
Buck - yes
Additional NIMS training dates were announced.
A petition containing thirty-eight signatures has been received requesting a 4-Way Stop at the corner of
Center Street and Gale Road and 30 mph speed limit on the north side of Center Street. Discussion followed.
Mr. Colesante made the motion a 4-Way Stop sign be erected at the Corner of Center Street and Gale Road and
that a written request be submitted to the County Superintendent of Highways for state approval of a 30 mph
speed limit to be posted from Gale Road north 100 yards. Seconded by Mr. Metzger.
Carried
Sakonyi - yes
Colesante – yes
Metzger - yes
Kelsey - yes
Buck - yes
Mr. Colesante made the motion a stop sign be placed on the northern spur of the T on Salt Road and the
Yield sign be removed. Seconded by Mr. Buck.
Carried
Sakonyi - yes
Colesante - yes
Metzger - yes
Kelsey - yes
Buck - yes

Mr. Webb has received a letter from Assemblyman Dave Townsend, Jr. with regard to his request for
funding for a salt, sand & storage building. This request cannot be filed, because Assemblyman Townsend has
appropriated $16, 500 to the Town of Constantia for water mapping, but Mr. Webb’s request will be kept on
file for consideration of grant funding in 2007.
Supervisor Sakonyi stated a letter of resignation has been received from Ed Fry and he strongly disagrees
with the contents of the letter, other than Fry’s resignation. Mr. Sakonyi made the motion to terminate Mr. Fry’s
employment immediately. Seconded by Mr. Kelsey. Mr. Colesante questioned the motion made by Mr.
Sakonyi, stating Mr. Fry’s letter contained his resignation, why motion to terminate his employment?
Discussion followed.
Les Boyea spoke with regard to his negative experience dealing with Mr. Fry during his property inspections
A vote was than taken on Mr. Sakonyi’s motion.
Carried
Sakonyi - yes
Colesante - no
Metzger - yes to accept Fry’s resignation
Kelsey - yes
Buck - yes
Mr. Sakonyi made the motion to appoint John Dunham, temporary Code Enforcement Officer at $15.00 per
hour effective immediately. Seconded by Mr. Metzger.
Carried
Sakonyi - yes
Colesante – yes
Metzger - yes
Kelsey - yes
Buck - yes
Mr. Dunham will be available to the public starting Friday, September 22, 2006 from 9 – 4. Mr. Sakonyi asked
the Town Clerk to advertise the Code Enforcement Officers position. Mr. Metzger recommended the clerk wait
a month before doing so and the board agreed.
The homeowner has completed work on 10 Railroad Street on August 18, 2006. Follow through on clean up
of 19 Railroad Street, Bernhard’s Bay and 1166 State Route 49, Constantia will be done.
Mr. Kelsey questioned the pulling of a voucher submitted last month by Mr. Fry. The clerk responded Mr.
Fry asked to pull his voucher before the August general abstract was started. Mr. Colesante stated he and Mr.
Metzger had talked to Mr. Fry with regard to the voucher and the mileage that was being claimed and he choose
to pull the voucher for payment. Mr. Kelsey stated Mr. Colesante and Metzger should not have done this
without the entire board being made aware of the situation; they had a right to know. Mr. Colesante stated the
Supervisor was on vacation and the town should be grateful the situation was handled and taxpayers money was
saved by possibly having a claim made for mileage charged from Syracuse to the town hall.
The supervisor read the Assessor’s Office Update as follows; we are anticipating sending out date mailers
this month. The edit report took a little bit longer due to the fact that there have been more splits this year than
normal. We will be finishing with the editing by this week, and will be printing the date mailers the following
week. Data mailer cleanup will continue on through October, and Mr. Wheeler will give you more details as
they become available.
Some things to start thinking about:
1. We have vacancies on the Board of Assessment Review. We should start advertising those
Vacancies to seek out qualified/interested individuals that may wish to serve on the Board
of Assessment Review.
2. With the upcoming completion of the Town Wide Revaluation, we should consider changing the
Senior Exemption Income levels to reflect that of the county. By adopting those limits, it will
further help our seniors that rely on those exemptions in order to continue living in their homes.
The clerk will advertise in the Oswego County Weeklies for the vacancies on the Board of Assessment
Review. It was noted the Assessor is in his office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 am – 12:30 to 1:00 pm.
The Dog Control Officers Report was presented to the board.
A public informational meeting on town water was held August 24 with 80 people in attendance and another
meeting will be held on September 20, 2006 at 7:00pm at A.A.Cole School. The town does qualify for hardship
funding, which is 0% interest for 30 years for fourteen million dollars, with a two million dollar direct grant.
Mr. Gilkey reported the Pease Road issue was still under consideration with the DEC and the Tablin subdivision was still being entertained. The supervisor read a letter from Courtney Winn, Jr. regarding the Pease
Road gravel bed. Mr. Sakonyi said we now have to see what the DEC has to say regarding this.
Several residents from Doris Park were in attendance and spoke about the paper roads there. The supervisor
stated the town attorney would be asked to research this. Mr. Buck stated this was a private matter and should
be handled by the property owners.

Discussion followed. Jim Dillard stated his family has obtained a lawyer to handle his fathers estate, which
consists of large parcels of land in Doris Park that contain paper roads and he feels the town should table this
issue. His lawyers wish to be contacted with regard to the paper road issue should the town take any action.
It was reported the Antique Engine Show held at the town park went very well and paperwork has been
submitted by the Parks & Recreation Commission for a $1368 grant.
Legislator Bryant stated he did not expect any increase in the 2007 county tax rates.
Correspondence;
4 Annual Quality Communities Teleconference, Wednesday, Sept.27th.
National Grid Emergency Response Training – October 16th
th

Mr. Kelsey questioned who determined what project in the Town of Constantia would receive grant money
from Assemblyman Townsend and he was told the supervisor did.
Mr. Sly approached the board in regard to a set back variance he had obtained from the Board of Assessment
Review for his property at 23 Doris Park Drive on September 6, 2005. He had requested a 20- foot set back
from the edge of the road. Sly stated the vote was nearly unanimous to allow a 20- foot setback from the
southern edge of Doris Park Drive, however, the way the Board of Appeals meeting minutes read they state 20foot set back from the property line. This will create many issues and obviously not work. From meeting with
many board of appeals members at the property, the intention was to have the building built 20 feet from the
edge of the road, not the edge of the right of way. He knows this because this is the location he had flagged on
the north corners of the building.
Sly requested the town board to authorize the building to be placed at the edge of the Right-of-Way which
will protect a 20-foot set back from the edge of Doris Park Drive and for the board to intervene and allow him
to begin this project immediately by issuing a building permit. Discussion followed. A copy of the September
6, 2005 original and revised Board of Appeals minutes were given to Mr. Sly in which it states he was granted a
30 ft front yard setback variance at 23 Doris Park Drive, Constantia to build a camp and garage with the
understanding all highway drainage and septic requirements are met. Attorney Bader said this would fulfill Mr.
Sly'
s requirements and that if his surveyor or attorney had further questions they could contact Mr. Bader for
clarification.
Randall Groth addressed Ed Fry’s resignation letter and stated it was absolutely absurd. He spoke about
what had transpired in his dealing with Mr. Fry and thanked the board for listening and addressing the problems
with Mr. Fry.
Terry Reed stated Mr. Fry had lied in his letter and went on to speak of his experiences with Fry and he
thanked Mr. Sakonyi, Buck and Kelsey for their help. Mr. Kelsey stated people can come to the board is they
are having a problem. Mr. Bryant stated when anyone approached him as an elected official with regard to Mr.
Fry he told them to contact a town board member with their concerns.
A resident questioned what was to happen with her outstanding permit and was told to contact John
Dunham, who would be in attendance in the code office Friday at 9:00 a.m. She stated previous issues don’t
have to happen again, what is expected of the code officer, or all employees should be spelled out. Mr.
Colesante stated a contract should be drawn up between the town and ceo and this should be looked into at the
budget workshop.
A resident questioned the next step with paper roads. Mr. Bader stated the town board cannot give legal
advice and private property owners should contact an attorney regarding this matter.
Tug Hill is currently working on topics for their annual local conference.
Jim Dillard questioned the house that has been torn down at 23 Doris Park Drive and the rights of
homeowners who were not allowed to replace their structures like this in the past and perhaps future. This
project fell within the parameters of the towns Land Development Law and the owner has to have the septic
system approved by Oswego County before any building permit will be issued.
The State Comptrollers Report of Examination is available for public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office
and can be accessed from the towns web site. Mr. Macari questioned if the bookkeepers position was bonded
and was told yes. Mr. Buck and Kelsey recommended the supervisor contact the DA to try to get restitution
from the former bookkeeper for monies taken and to put the town’s insurance carrier on notice of our loss.
Mr. Buck made the motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Kelsey.
Carried
Sakonyi - yes
Colesante - yes
Metzger - yes
Kelsey - yes
Buck - yes

